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Dear Ocean Grove Charter School Parents,  

 

     It is hard to believe that we are already beginning our third year of school since 

we first opened our doors.  We have grown in staff along with our increase number 

of students attending our school.  We have 670 students actively enrolled in our 

school with more teaching staff being trained all the time with our anticipated 

growth.  We have a new wonderful secretary this year named Gina Billington, as 

Carol Fowlie is no longer with us.  We certainly appreciated all Carolõs hard work 

with parents and staff.  If you are going to take advantage of the materials at the 

Learning Center up in Boulder Creek, please call Gina at (800) 979 -4436 or email her 

at ogsecretary@ieminc.org   to make arrangements to make sure Gina can be there.  

 

     One of our goals for last year was to have our initial visit with WASC (Western 

Association of Schools and Colleges) to begin the process of  

accreditation.  At the summer meeting of WASC, action was taken to grant Ocean 

Grove Charter School (grades 9 th -12th ) Interim  accreditation through June 30, 

2010.  Prior to the end of this period, the school must prepare for a full  

accreditation visit by completing a self -study and accreditation review.  We will be 

asking parents, students, staff, and administration for necessary input to complete 

that study along the way.  The approval of interim accreditation  

entitles you to use the following phrase on transcripts or in school advertising:  

òFully Accredited by (or) Accredited by the Schools Commission of the  

Western Association of Schools and Collegesó.  This is quite an honor as most 

schools only receive Candidacy status after their initial visit.  

 

     As we give our parents the most advantageous opportunities for instructing with 

their childõs learning style and interests, we hope you will use the tools to create an 

individualized educational program that best suits them.  We believe, you as the 

parent, are the best suited to make choices about your childõs  

education!  If you have any positive suggestions that will help us in your childõs  

educational journey, we hope you will let us know.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Becky Coteõ, Director of Educational Services 

Janet Marsh, Director of ES Support  

mailto:ogsecretary@ieminc.org


Ocean Grove Charter Schoolé 
A unique, parent -driven learning opportunity for the 21 st Century!  

Parents are saying òItõs too good to be trueó! 
 

The mission says it all. 
At Ocean Grove Charter School, we are committed to a mission that believes parents 

know whatôs best for their children. "We believe in educating each of our students for 

the 21st century by providing individualized learning opportunities that incorporate  

parental participation, choice and involvement in curricula offered in personalized  

learning environments and small learning communities." 

 

Parent-driven. Parent-motivated. 
We believe parents know their children best. We believe they know best how their  

children should be educated. This philosophy helps parents create an immediate and 

intimate connection to their childôs educational development from elementary school 

through high school. 

 

Freedom to choose the right path. 
Ocean Grove Charter School allows the parent to choose from a variety of educational  

options which include curriculum, small group instruction, and/or individualized     

tutoring.  With the support of a California Credentialed teacher, the parent is able to 

watch their child progress and come to enjoy the learning process. 

 

The instructional funding that is allotted per student annually is $1800.00 for the  

elementary level and $2200.00 for the high school level, and is spent with total  

parental involvement, utilizing our vast array of approved vendors.  Parents make the  

critical decisions regarding their childôs education at every step along the way. 

 

The right choice for the 21st Century. 
Besides preparing children to enter higher education upon graduation, Ocean 

Grove Charter School allows the parent to take control of their childôs education and 

produce a life-long learner and a contributing member of society. According to business 

and government leaders, life-long learning is one of the most important factors that will 

drive our economic, civic and cultural life during this century. And, through Ocean 

Grove Charter School, you can ensure that your child is prepared for this new world of  

opportunity. 

 

Educate yourselféand your friends. 
Ocean Grove Charter School doesnôt advertise. We rely on messages like the one you're 

reading to provide the basic information. We encourage you to learn for yourself how 

Ocean Grove Charter School can have a lasting impact on your child. We also  

encourage you to share this information with your friends who are also concerned about the 

quality of their childôs education. 

 



 

Learn moreé 
By contacting us today. Ocean Grove Charter School is fully accredited by the Schools  

Commission of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges. It is managed by  

Innovative Education Management, Inc.,  a leader in charter school education for  

over 10 years.  

Learn more by calling IEM, Inc. at 1-800-979-4436, or go to www.ogcs.org.   
To learn more about charter school education in general, go to 

www.ieminc.com  
where youôll find numerous parent-driven resources  

 

NCLB Highly Qualified Teachers  

 
According to the Federal NCLB Highly Qualified Teachers regulations, all our 

students must be taught by a NCLB certified òHighly Qualified Teach-

ersó (HQT) as òteacher of recordó beginning in the 2008 school year.  For IEM 

schools this means that the assigned ES must either be NCLB certified in 

each particular subject each of their students are taking, or the student must 

have another òteacher of recordó who is NCLB certified serving the student 

for that course, or the student is taking that course at a community college, 

or the course is taken from one of our school approved online vendors.  Your 

OGCS ESs worked hard last year to gain their NCLB certifications in as many 

subject areas as they could in order to serve you better.  We then instituted 

the OGCS HQT SME courses for those courses your student is taking for 

which your ES is not certified.  Ask your ES for more specific information as 

to how this affects you and your students.  Our school plan is posted on our 

school website at: http://www.ieminc.org/handbook/nclb/IEMNCLBplan.htm  . 

http://www.ieminc.com/
http://www.ieminc.org/handbook/nclb/IEMNCLBplan.htm


Join the Fun! Mobilize for Cutting Edge Education! 
 

On September 27, 2007, Ocean Grove Charter School conducted its first board meeting of 
the 2008 school year. We have a great group of enthusiastic parents, but we need more to 
get some special projects done. Letõs take a moment to see how parents can help make this 
school year more successful. 
 
On the board, there are several committees, each assigned with a special task to help our 
school. These are the committees: 

 
Finance Committee - reviews the schoolõs expenditures and reports to the board. 
 

WASC Committee - helps prepare for accreditation team visits and is a part of the 
 required WASC parent group.. Since Ocean Grove Charter School received full  
accreditation on its first application, this committee would be planning for the next  
accreditation visit. This will be a three year process.  

 
GEA (Group Educational Activity) Committee ð makes suggestions, provides       
support to Janelle Brewer, in the school office, with finding and planning educational GEAs 
for the students of Ocean Grove Charter School. 

 
Grant and Fundraising Committee - investigates available grants and fundraising  
possibilities for OGCS and determines how the fundraised monies are spent. There are  
supplies and activates which would be a benefit to our school, like prizes for the STAR test 
sites, which cannot be purchased using Instructional Funds; therefore, the school needs to 
find other means of financing these special activities. 

 
Graduation Committee - plans the graduation exercises for our eighth grade and high 
school seniors. 

 
Coordinating Test Site Prizes for Students Committee -coordinates any prizes or 
events that would make the testing experience more pleasant for students and their families. 
 

Yearbook Committee - assembles and prints, with the approval of the directors, a  
yearbook for our school. Since Ocean Grove Charter school is a parent driven school, a 
yearbook would have to come from the initiative and organization of the parents and  
students themselves. 
 
Board members have volunteered to chair the Finance, WASC, GEA, and Graduation  
committees. Chairpersons are needed for the Grants and Fundraising, Coordinating prizes 
for test site, and the Yearbook committee. None of the Chairpersons will have to run the 
committee by themselves. Mary Ann Shapiro, Ocean Grove Charter Schoolõs Educational 
Liaison to the Community, will be working with each committee, discussing and following 
up on ideas. 

 
Please come and join in the excitement and pleasure of seeing our school 
grow and become a greater force for innovation in education.  
                                           We look forward to hearing from you!  



GEA Schedule for OGCS  

2008  
 

September ð Happy Hollow San Jose Zoo   

   - September 25 th , 10:30 am 

   - Students  will tour through the  

                             Happy Hollow Zoo and will be  

                             completing scavenger hunts as they explore the exhibits.  

 

                 October ð Monterey Bay Aquarium  

     -  October 15 th , 11:30 a.m. 

     -  This GEA is scheduled on a special home school which    

 will allow the students to participate in many exclusive      

 activities.   Close observations of animals in the Discovery           

 Labs will help students learn about the physical and      

 behavioral characteristics of the marine animals. Special   

              presentations throughout the aquarium and opportunities to  

              explore the exhibits will highlight the marine environment  

              and ocean conservation. 

 

November ð Santa Clara Mission  

  - November 6 th , 10:00 am 

  - Students will be lead on a  

     guided tour through the   

    Mission Santa Clara De Assisi, with remnants of the  

    original mission dating as far back as 1777.  

 

December ð The Nutcracker  

   - Date TBA  

   - Students will experience the magic of ballet and theater as 

 the cast brings the tale of the   

 nutcracker to life.  

 

 

 



January ð San Jose Art Museum: Two Part Art Program  

January 30 th , 1:00 pm 

      -  2-Part -Art is a  comprehensive program that   

  encourages children to experience art as both viewer   

  and maker. Children will participate in a one hour tour,  

  followed or preceded by a one hour hands -on art workshop.  

  Both tour and art activity will connect to the California State Visual Art   

  Standards and current SJMA exhibitions.  

 

February ð The Tech Museum  

      - February 29 th , 10:00 a.m. 

      - The Tech is singularly focused on inspiring the innovator    

 in every one it reaches. Truly hands -on and interactive   

 exhibits, divided among themed galleries, offers students   

 a truly memorable experience.  
 

 

March ð To Be Announced 

 

April ð Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library  

- Date TBA  
-Students will be  lead through the largest, all -new library  

west of the Mississippi. A feast for the mind, as well as the  

eyes, the King Library boasts a collection of roughly 1.5  

million items as well as delightful public art installations  

awaiting your discovery on every floor.  
 

May ð Bonfante Gardens  

 - Date TBA  

 - Students  will tour through several beautiful 

 gardens, including the Monarch Garden - a   

 greenhouse so large that a train, a monorail,   

 and a river runs through it!   Bonfante Gardens also  

 features a boat ride through gardens of annual color  

 and an antique car ride where you travel through the  

  òback roadsó of South County cars from the 1920õs  

 or 1950õs.  Plus, the main attractions - some very unusual, over 50 years old, one -of -a-kind 

 Circus Trees rescued from Scotts Valley, California.  

 
*Some GEAs are tentatively scheduled and may be subject to change.   

 

 

Contact Information:  

Janelle Brewer  

jbrewer@ieminc.org  

(800)979 -4436  

mailto:jbrewer@ieminc.org


From the Desk of Shelley Ross, Curriculum Coordinator 
 

Yearly School -Wide Writing Assignment  
 

The purpose of the school-wide writing assignment is to improve  
everyone's writing skills through this process, provide support to our  

parents in this important area of their student's education, and remove 

the fear and mystery for students around their STAR writing and CAHSEE 
ELA assessments, as well as prepare our student for various college admission  
essays. This year's writing genre is "summary" writing.   All of the links for the  

Practice and  
Instruction packets and for the actual Writing Assignment and School Summary  
Rubric can be found by going to the school's website, clicking on "school  

resources", clicking on "yearly school-wide writing assignment".  
  
Here is the schedule to follow:  

 
SEPTEMBER - Have your ES give you, or print from the school website 
the Instruction and Practice packet for your student's grade along with the  

Writing Checklist.  Do at least one practice assignment each week and 
check it using the Writing Checklist.  Print out and follow the instructions  
in the Writing Sample Specifications and Scoring Procedures handout, so you 

know the details of what is required in this assignment. Read the  
(optional) online article about Summary Writing --What Is It and Why Is It  

Important?  
  
OCTOBER - Have your ES give you, or print out the Writing Assignment and  

School Summary Rubric for your student's grade.  Continue to practice 
One writing assignment each week through the month of October.   Practice 
Scoring your student's writing using the School Summary Rubric (optional). 

  
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER - The student is to complete the School-Wide Writing 
Sample Assignment, and turn in the student's Writing Sample Assignment 

to the ES at the December LR meeting--no later. 
  
JANUARY -  The ESs will grade the Writing Assignments turned in by the 

students in the school at their monthly meeting using the School Summary  
Rubric. 
  

FEBRUARY -  The ESs will return the student's graded Writing  
Sample to them, review their score, give them writing  

strategies and suggestions to help them in the future with 
their writing.    
There are additional links on the writing website to help with 

general writing skills. 



 

  
 

 

 

Academic Innovations  
Curriculum for Career Choices, Life Skills Exploration.  

Academy of American Ballet LLC  
Ballet dancing instruction in Redwood City.  

Argent Art (Jõ teõ Levy) 
Drawing classes in Santa Cruz County: Small group classes grades 2 -6, in  

representational drawing & field identification with an emphasis on natural  

history. Students will meet in state & federal parks in Santa Cruz County.  

Artistic Pursuits Inc.  
Art Curriculum for grades K -HS: Drawing, painting, & sculpting.  

BrainGrow 
Power-Glide Foreign Language Courses on audio CDõs & Books. i-Combo Course includes Online  

lesson calendar, Online Testing & assessment Workbook & audio CD's  
Brimwood Press - Tools for Young Historians  
Historical Literacy classes & products that Engage the Whole Child.  

By Hand Yarn  
Classes & materials for knitting, crocheting from complete beginner to specific designs & patterns.  

Located in Sonora.  

Club Ed 
Educational Supply Store -similar to Rainbow Resource with both secular and nonsecular material.  
Compania De Companero (K.Lansdale)  
Kristen Lansdales Tutoring..Offers private tutoring & group lessons in Spanish, beginning through 

advanced levels. Emphasis on creative & expressive learning techniques.  
Crabtree Publishing Co.  
Early readers in the areas of science & social science; also e -books. 
Dover Publications  
Wide variety of educational materials at low prices. Also publisher of old books.  

Eduss Broadcast & Media Inc.  
Software to assess grade K -10 student skills in math,  English, & phonics.  Program created builds 

on skills until student is at, or accelerating beyond, their age level. Also offers foreign language 

instruction.  

Enchanted Learning, LLC  
Variety of online support materials for the elementary student: printable resources to capture the 

imagination while maximizing creativity, learning, & enjoyment.  
Espindle Learning  
Online customized spelling & vocabulary tutor. Supports various learning styles - visual, auditory & 

kinesthetic learners; hands -on practice with phonetic & mnemonic knowledge; memory training; 

learn English/ESL; spelling bee preparation.  



Go Phonics / Foundations for Learning  
Research-based phonics program, grades K -2 & remedial K -4 plus.  Program effective as a dyslexia 

literacy program, and to improve reading skills of any age: phonemic awareness, systematic,  

multi -sensory phonics, reading, handwriting, spelling, grammar, punctuation.  

Happy Hollow Park & Zoo  
GEAs to the zoo, in San Jose.  
Harmony Road Music Center  
Piano instruction in Montara.  

Heartfelt Music  
Guitar Lessons for grades 2 -6 and 7-12, located in Mount Hermon.  

Heritage Makers  
Offers individuals online digital publishing. From your own website publish your own  

stories, document a year of field trips, a period of history that was studied, or personal family 

history.  

Higher Standards  
SAT & PSAT Private Mastery Programs.  Individually tailored plans customized to each studentõs 

strengths; holistic approach addresses key areas --  academics, strategy, confidence, & relaxation 

to perform well.  Instructor provides services to students of Santa Cruz County, at the studentõs 

home. 

iLearning Gateway, Inc.  
Online supplemental math tutoring tool, grades 4 -12, helps students with problem areas.  

TeachingBOTõs unique program interacts with your child like a highly qualified ôliveõ tutor.  

It teaches your child, one -on-one, by intelligently analyzing, listening, questioning,  

encouraging, providing relevant additional examples/hints/explanations, until, your child 

himself/herself arrives at the correct answer for a given question.  
In the Hands of a Child  

Ready-to -assemble Lapbook unit studies. Lapbooks are hands on projects that fit in a file folder. 

Units for all ages & abilities, covering many subject areas.  

Karens Musical Heart  
Piano & Voice lessons for 2nd -HS in San Jose.  

Learning A - Z (Raz - Kids) 
Online collection of interactive leveled books & quizzes designed to guide & motivate emergent & 

reluctant readers as well as improve the skills of fluent readers. The program consists of 85 online 

books, along with quizzes and worksheets. New books are added throughout the year. The website 

also features a management system for teachers to build rosters, assign books & review student 

reading activity.  
Learning Link Technologies (Lisa Harp)  
Tutoring to correct learning problems; learning programs & materials for home learning correction.  
Lisa Spector Music School  
Music Classes for grades K -12 located in Half Moon Bay -- Piano; Voice Lessons; Duo Piano Lessons; 

Group Music Classes; Guitar; Flute; Music Appreciation for adults.  
Love to Learn, Inc.  
Homeschool curriculum books and supplies.  



Making Math Real  
Multisensory, structured program for cognitive development in math; leveled  

worksheet binders & math manipulatives.  
Masterpiece Art Instruction  
Art instruction CDs for grades K -12: The Phonics of Drawing; Multimedia; Multimedia Junior;  

Introduction to Watercolor Painting.  
Melanie Nazareth  
K-HS Voice and Piano lessons in Scotts Valley.  Music theory & musicianship, any 

level experience.  
Moon News Bookstore  
Bookstore located in Half Moon Bay.  
Music By Elisabeth  

Piano & Organ classes located in San Jose.  

Nor - Cal Elite All Stars  
Gymnastics, beginning tumbling & cheer classes in San Jose.  
North Dakota Center for Distance Educ.  
Offers North Dakota independent study course materials & online services for grades 4 -12,  

formerly Division of Independent Study.  
Oriental Art Supply  
Art materials for Chinese brush painting, calligraphy,  sumi -e supplies: Chinese brushes, shuen  

paper (xuan paper), ink stones, ink slates, Chinese seals, Chinese painting books, Chinese painting 

instructional videos.  

Passport Learning LLC  
Software Programs to increase skills in Reading & Math.  Reading program pinpoints weaknesses in 

skills & provides personalized program of instruction for improvement. Math program provides  

Individualized Learning: Students work at own pace, according to abilities ñreceiving constant 

feedback to motivate & encourage progress. Skills Progression: skill by skill, students advance to 

next stage of learning only when they have achieved mathematical proficiency at the preceding 

level. 
Polka Dot Publishing  
Life of Fred Math textbooks/math books.  

Puzzle Me This  
Puzzles, brain teasers, mind bogglers, games.  

Quality Science Labs, LLC  
Science lab kits: QSL kits are affordable, compact & durable. Kits contain  

virtually everything you need including a laboratory manual, laboratory materials & 

equipment. 
Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History  
Museum Tours about the history of the Santa Cruz area, including the native peoples, 

the geology, and the wildlife and habitats of the Santa Cruz region.  

SandPiper Technology  
Small group math & science based learning activities for grades 2 -5, including explorations for the 

younger students & experiments for the older ones, based on child interest, constructivist theory.  

Classes meet in the Santa Cruz area.  


